
VIP in Dorset
Come and meet the team 
on Saturday 6 JulyVisual Impact Provision is a major opportunity to 

enhance the west Dorset landscape. 

It will transform views from the Hardy Monument  
and South Dorset Ridgeway for the many local  
people and visitors who enjoy it.

Key facts

•  22 pylons to be removed between Winterbourne 
Abbas and Friar Waddon

•  9km of new underground cables to replace them

• Ofgem initiative to reduce visual impact of pylons 

•  VIP projects also being developed in the Peak 
District and Snowdonia National Parks 

To read more about VIP, visit: www.nationalgridet.com/
planning-together/visual-impact-provision 
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Welcome and thanks 
We’ll be keeping you regularly updated about  
National Grid’s Visual Impact Provision (VIP) project.

We’ve enjoyed working with the local community  
and hearing your feedback. It’s now time to get to 
work on this unique project to enhance the Dorset 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

Over the next few years we’ll be working with our 
partners Morgan Sindall to deliver VIP in Dorset. It’s a 
significant engineering challenge, but we will minimise 
disruption for you wherever possible.  

This is the project’s first community 
newsletter. You can read about what 
we’ve been up to, including some 
fascinating archaeological work. 
There’s also important detail about 
roadworks on the A35 in August.

Hopefully we’ll see you at our drop-in 
event on 6 July. Until then, you’re 
always welcome to get in touch 
using the contact details overleaf.

Why not come along to our drop-in event to 
learn more about the VIP project? You’ll be able 
to find out more about the project, including the 
work we’re carrying out on the A35.

Saturday 6 July, 10am – 4pm 

 Winterbourne Valley First School, 
Winterbourne Abbas, Dorchester DT2 9LW

Sam Lamburne, 
Dorset VIP  
project manager 

More information on A35 roadworks on page 2

Summer 2019

Project 
update
Dorset VIP project



What you’ll see this summer
We’re excited to start work on the project.
The countdown to the pylons coming down  
is well underway.

Early activity over the next few months will  
mainly take place near Winterbourne Abbas.  
We’ll be doing everything we can to minimise  
any disruption. 
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A35 roadworks
We need to create temporary access roads along the route of the 
project including off the A35, just west of Winterbourne Abbas,  
and the Roman Road. 

Traffic restrictions will be in operation during this work. This includes a 
temporary closure of the Roman Road in late August, with a diversion 
in place for two to four weeks.

We are working with Highways England and Dorset Council to  
keep traffic flowing as much as possible, but there will be some 
disruption and we’d like to apologise in advance for the 
inconvenience this causes. 

We’ll update you when the traffic plans have been agreed with the 
highways authorities. 

Once the new access is established, part-time traffic lights will be  
in place on the A35 for the duration of the works so construction 
traffic can rejoin the road safely.

We’ll keep you informed 
about what is happening 
and when, as well as 
notifying local traffic  
alert services. 

Installing temporary roads
We’ll be creating a temporary road 
through the project area for our 
vehicles using recyclable quarry 
stone, which will be removed once 
the project is complete.

Setting up our sites
You might see storage for 
equipment including trucks and 
diggers, temporary construction 
cabins and welfare facilities for  
our teams.

A smaller, temporary site base base 
will be set up north of the A35, 
west of Winterbourne Abbas. The 
project’s main office will be south of 
the A35. It probably won’t be visible 
from the road as we’re putting it 
behind a hill to reduce any noise or 
light pollution.

Archaeological excavations
Significant archaeological work  
is taking place across the site  
(see back page).

Our teams will be using diggers  
to move topsoil. Experts will  
then carefully excavate the finds, 
using guidance from the Dorset 
Council Archaeologist and  
Historic England. 

We’re working on private land, but 
you’ll be able to see some of the 
work from public routes including 
the South Dorset Ridgeway.
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A world first

Working with you

Meet Morgan Sindall

Tom Munro, Dorset AONB Manager, told us why 
he’s excited about the VIP project: 

“The VIP project is an exciting investment in Dorset’s 
rich natural setting. This is the first time anywhere 
in the world that high-voltage electricity lines and 
pylons will be replaced specifically to enhance the 
surrounding landscape. It’s thrilling to have such a 
groundbreaking project take place here. 

“Over the past five years we’ve worked with National 
Grid and other partners to shape this project and 
we’re confident it will deliver significant improvement. 
Crucially, removing the pylons will increase the 
landscape’s timeless quality, benefitting local 
communities and the many visitors drawn to the 
views, wildlife and prehistory of the South Dorset 
Ridgeway area. 

“We look forward to continuing to work with National 
Grid to make these exciting plans a reality.”

As we’ve developed the project we’ve listened to 
advice from local technical stakeholders including  
the groups above to ensure we make the most of  
this opportunity to enhance the Dorset landscape. 

The project’s Community Liaison Group will meet 
throughout construction to hear the latest developments. 

Its membership includes community representatives 
from local schools, parish councils, policing, user 
groups and wildlife organisations. 

National Grid has appointed Morgan Sindall 
Infrastructure as its delivery partner for the Dorset 
VIP project. The teams will work closely together to 
construct the new underground cable system and 
remove the existing overhead line.

Ian Maddison, operations director at Morgan 
Sindall, said: “We are thrilled to have been given 
the opportunity to work with National Grid on the 
landmark Dorset VIP project – who wouldn’t want  
to work on a world first? 

“Our significant experience working with 
underground cabling systems will help us to deliver 
this important project efficiently and sensitively.”

The cable route is crossed by a number of 
popular public footpaths including the South 
Dorset Ridgeway and the Jubilee Trail. 

We’re working with the AONB Partnership, 
Dorset Council and local Ramblers 
groups to determine how best to manage 
the paths during construction. 

This will mean some temporary closures, but 
we’ll be installing managed crossings on the 
most popular routes. These will remain open 
to users all the time except for short periods 
when vehicles need to get across, minimising 
disruption so people can continue to enjoy 
the Trails. 

More information on works affecting  
footpaths will be available on our website well 
in advance.

Footpaths and crossings

National Grid’s Community Grant Programme enables 
us support local causes where we’re working. 

Projects run by charities or community groups that 
provide social, economic and environmental benefits 
can apply for grants of up to £20,000.

For more information visit:  
http://betl.nationalgrid.co.uk/
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Uncovering Dorset’s hidden history 
Dorset is a historically rich landscape and our project 
area is no exception. We’re working closely with 
Historic England, the Dorset Council Archaeologist 
and our specialist contractor Oxford Archaeology to 
shape our plans around the site’s ancient history.

So far, we’ve dug 147 excavation trenches and made 
several fascinating discoveries. We found ancient 
burial chambers from the mid-sixth century containing 
seven human skeletons. We’ve also uncovered 
evidence of Bronze Age barrows, a potential Roman 
settlement and a mediaeval cemetery. 

The finds are undergoing expert analysis and wherever 
possible will be donated to local museums. A sixth century burial Bronze age arrowhead

Get in touch
For further information, please get in touch with us 
using the contact details below: 

0330 134 0051
visualimpact@nationalgrid.com
Freepost VISUAL IMPACT PROVISION

You can find out more about the project on our  
dedicated website dorset.nationalgrid.co.uk

Magical Marshwood Vale

The Landscape Enhancement Initiative (LEI) 
grant scheme is an important part of VIP. It supports 
landscape improvements to reduce the visual impacts 
of National Grid’s existing overhead lines. 

The Dorset AONB Partnership’s Magical 
Marshwood Vale project secured £200,000 of 
LEI funding in February 2018. Local landowners, 
volunteers and the Dorset Wildlife Trust are helping 
to deliver the project to revitalise the Vale’s important 
wildlife habitats. Activity includes hedge laying, 

orchard planting and a new wild daffodil nursery 
created with locally collected seeds. 

In January, the AONB Partnership applied 
successfully for a further £200,000 to deliver its 
Reconnecting the Ridgeway enhancement project. 
Work will begin later this year with Dorset Wildlife 
Trust and the Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group (SW) 
to strengthen the historic landscape’s character and 
its boundary features, including the creation of two 
new wildlife ponds. 

Credit: Nick Gray / Dorset Wildlife Trust Credit: Nick Gray / Dorset Wildlife Trust
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