
Project News

Dorset VIP 
Project 
Spring 2022

We’re looking to cut down on our use of paper and printing so we’ve also made this newsletter 
available via email. If you’d like to keep receiving a paper copy, that’s no problem. However if you’d prefer 
an electronic copy please let us know by emailing visualimpact@nationalgrid.com with “e-newsletter” as 
the email subject.

2022 is a big year for going 
underground in the Dorset Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
We have been on site since the 
summer of 2019 and all our work   
has been leading to this moment 
– it won’t be long before we’ll be 
removing the 22 pylons from this 
beautiful landscape. We’d like to 
thank you, the local community, 
once again for your ongoing 
support and patience.  

Since our last update we’ve  
made excellent progress. We  
have completed installation of all 
the underground cables, taking us 
a vital step closer to connecting the 
underground circuits to the rest of 
the network. 

At the beginning of March we 
completed the high voltage testing 
of one of the underground circuits 
and confirmed it is ready to take 
over from the overhead line this first 
circuit has now gone live, and we 
are on track to do the same for the 
second circuit shortly, which then 
means we can start removing the 
pylons this summer. If you want 
to get a preview of what the site 
will look like after completion, I’d 
like to remind you of our 360° tour, 
showing before and after images  
of the landscape on our website.

As ever, the health and safety of our 
team members and communities 
remains our number one priority 
and, as the pandemic continues 
to shift, we are remaining vigilant in 
maintaining covid-safe procedures. 

If you have any feedback or 
comments about the project please 
get in touch using the contact on 
the back page.

Paul Hamnett 
Senior Project 
Manager,  
Dorset VIP Project

Successful installation – jointing the cables is delicate work 
and requires a specialist team.
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We’re proud of the work we’ve done and,  
as it’s not possible for people to visit the live 
construction site, we encourage you to take  
a look at the 360° tour of the Dorset project  
on the website if you haven’t already. 

It was developed to explain the project and how it 
will transform the beautiful landscape once it has 
been completed. It provides the option of ‘removing’ 
the pylons to see how the countryside will look 
without them. There are five viewpoints where you 
can click on hotspots to reveal more details about 
the project and area.

Seeing the impact

“It is a joy to come to work in such a beautiful landscape 
and know what we’re doing will enhance it further. 
Especially with sunrises like these.” – Abigail Clifford, 
Environmental Advisor (Morgan Sindall Infrastructure) 

A day on the Dorset site  
Cabling is one of the most 
important things we need 
to do to complete this 
project – laying the cables 
underground is what will 
allow us to remove the 
9km of overhead line. Our 
Senior Project Manager, 
Paul Hamnett and Morgan 
Sindall Infrastructure’s Works 
Manager (Cables), Andy King 
have filmed a short video to  
bring the work to life.   

Laying cables underground is 
more delicate work than you 
might think. Because the cables 
used are so sensitive to the 
natural elements, they need to 
be protected by special ducting.  
This ducting is laid underground 
first so that when the time 
comes, the all important cabling 
can be laid smoothly and quickly.  

The cables are manufactured in 
lengths of 1km and brought to 
the site on cable drums.   
Every kilometre we need to dig 
and prepare specialised jointing 
bays, where we can connect one 
length of cable to the next.   
This also needs to be done in a 
way which protects the cables, 
so marquees are erected so that 
we can control the conditions 
and keep everything clean.  

You can see a marquee being 
set up in the photo below. Once 
the area is prepared, we can pull 
the cabling off the drum through 
the ducting and connect it to the 
next section at the joint bay.

Please visit the website to 
see the team in action.

Andy King 
Works Manager,  
Morgan Sindall Infrastructure

Delivering the cables Setting up a marquee

360º
View the project in

dorset.nationalgrid.co.uk

22 pylons
to be replaced by
underground cable



A visit from our stakeholders
September 2021 saw a second visit to the site 
from the VIP project’s national Stakeholder 
Advisory Group.  

They last visited in November 2019 and this was the 
first opportunity for them to visit as a Group since the 
pandemic began. During the visit, members travelled 
down the length of the haul road from the site 
compound to Corton Ridge where they had a great 
view of the southern compound under construction. 

The Group also made use of the Project Information 
Centre where they are pictured during their visit.   
The Group, which includes senior representatives 
from the National Trust, the Landscape Institute, 
Natural England and the Campaign for National 
Parks, hopes to return to Dorset when the pylons are 
finally removed – the culmination of eight years’ work.

Project News  |  Dorset VIP National Grid

Our Stakeholder 
Advisory Group 

learning more about 
the project...

Progress on site  
(to March 2022)

At the end of March 2022, we completed installation of 
all the underground cables. Here you can see the empty 
cable drums once the cables have been laid underground

In March, the team successfully 
completing testing of one of 
the underground circuits and 
it is now live, taking over from 
the overhead cables. A huge 
milestone to have successfully 
completed.  

Community Grant Fund
National Grid’s Community Grant Programme is 
aimed at community organisations and charities 
in areas where National Grid’s work is impacting 
on local people through our site activities.  
Two local groups in Dorset have been awarded 
funds to support projects which will benefit 
communities in the local area.   

Martinstown Village Hall has received a grant of 
£19,920 to refurbish the kitchen. Funds will go 
towards installing modern and efficient appliances 
and improving safety. The new kitchen will be 

enjoyed by a range of community groups and village 
hall users, such as the weekly community lunches 
and Mother & Toddler, WI, art, and dance groups.  
The work is due to be carried out in August when  
the Village Hall is closed for the summer.

The Portesham Volunteers have received a 
grant of £9,750 which will go towards restoring 
places in the local community. Residents have 
collectively identified areas to be improved, which 
includes completing the rebuild of a drystone wall, 
establishing a wildflower meadow and planting 
shrubs and trees around the village. 

Stuart Bainbridge, Chair of Portesham Volunteers, 
said: “It is of paramount importance that the 
history of rural villages is preserved. Thanks to 
National Grid, Portesham Volunteers will be able to 
undertake these great projects which will preserve 
our environment for future generations. Rebuilding 
this historic dry-stone wall and creating a wildflower 
area with our village school will significantly enhance 
our community and encourage visitors and 
residents to celebrate our heritage.”

To be considered for the June approval panel, 
Community Grant Fund applications must be 
submitted by the end of April 2022.

...at the 
Project 

Information 
Centre...

...and on site.

Stuart Bainbridge alongside a restored  
section of drystone wall 

Cabling

complete
100%



Get in touch
We’re always keen to hear from you. 
Please get in touch by calling 0330 134 0051, or by sending an email to visualimpact@nationalgrid.com. 
If you’d like to learn more about the project, please visit dorset.nationalgrid.co.uk.
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Our delivery partner, Morgan Sindall 
Infrastructure, is working with us to restore  
the beautiful Dorset landscape.

“We’re pleased to be working on this project 
with National Grid, and it’s a real honour to be 
able to call this beautiful landscape our office. In 
recent months we have installed all the necessary 
ducting and cable and the first circuit is now live. 

“We’ve also been volunteering in the community, 
where we have restored a local climbing frame that 
was uprooted in the winter winds. It was great to get 
out and about and make an immediate difference to 
the local area, alongside the longer-term VIP project.

“We are now coming to the summer period, which 
means we can start to remove the overhead line 
and the pylons themselves. We are looking forward 
to seeing the beautifully enhanced landscape.”

John Nicholls  
Operations Director 
Morgan Sindall  
Infrastructure

A word from Morgan Sindall Infrastructure... 

In the community  
Over the Christmas period you may have 
seen some of the hampers and Christmas 
trees we donated to the local parishes of 
Winterbourne Abbas and Winterbourne 
Steepleton, Martinstown, and Chesil Bank. 

We hope it helped to lift some spirits during 
the darker winter months. We also provided 
some hampers packed with delicious treats 
to be used as raffle prizes for local charity 
fundraisers. These included two local charities 
who support homeless people in Weymouth 
and the Chesil Scout Group. 

“We are over the moon 
with the results of the raffle 

and managed to raise £628 
for the group. It will be put to 

good use buying equipment and 
providing activities for all the Beavers,  

Cubs and Scouts.”

Samantha Russell,  
Chesil Scout Group Secretary.

Restoring the castle – Morgan Sindall Infrastructure 
volunteers have repaired a climbing frame which 
was damaged during the winter winds

“We’re pleased 
to be working 

on this project 
with National 

Grid, and it’s a 
real honour to 
be able to call 
this beautiful 

landscape  
our office.”

http://dorset.nationalgrid.co.uk

